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Again, as Pepys relates, there were times
the King's apparent indolence,  combined wii
the spectacle of his mild indiscretions, stirred u
a certain amount of popular feeling.    Yet tl
fact remains   that  he  was,  with  all  his fault
extraordinarily beloved by the common peopl
A superficial though charming comment on th
is contained in Sorbiere's account of a visit t
paid  to  Whitehall  soon  after  the  Restoratioi
" As the Court of England," he noticed, cc is nc
so great as ours, there is  easier Access to th
Prince ; and this kind of private Life, which hi
exile in his younger years brought him to accustor
himself to, inspires him with great Tenderness fb
his Subjects, and much Familiarity to Strangers
besides, the Genius of the English does requir
they should be governed after this gentle manner/
But, as the years passed, these democratic in
clinations brought him into the company of mei
who, taking advantage of his tolerance and ami
ability on these privileged occasions to introduo
serious topics into the conversation, embarrasse<
rather than upheld his policy of postponement
Two of his biographers refer to a " bewitching
kind of pleasure called Sauntering,9* which In
cultivated for this purpose.    " The being gallec
with Importunities," says one, " pursued from on<
Room to another with asking Faces ; the disma